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he dismounted for some purpose and, becoming heedless of the
nature of his steed, assumed the posture of communing with his
God. That swift and fiery horse acted according to his custom
and rushed off rapidly so that it disappeared from the far-sear-
ching gaze of His Majesty. When his holy heart was again dis-
posed to mount, there was no one in attendance, and no horse at
his service. For a little while he was perplexed, not knowing what
to do. Then suddenly he saw that this very horse was coining from
a distance and galloping towards him. It ran oa till it came back
to him and stood quielyAwaiting for him. His Majesty was asto-
nished, and again mounted the noble animal. God be praised!
What apprehension can there be from solitude to him whom
the incomparable deity favours, and of whom he takes charge?
This event convinced Akbar, more than ever before, that God was
on his side, and that he did not need to submit unnecessarily to
the will of others. He admired Bahrain for his loyalty, but that was
no cogent reason for him to continue obeying the Khan meekly in
state affairs. The time had come, he thought, for him to take the
reins of government in his own hands.
It was amidst such thoughts that he left Mankot for Lahore on
31 July 1557. In the capital of the Punjab many tribal chiefs, in-
cluding Sultan Adam of Gakkar, came to pledge their loyalty to the
young Emperor. He received all of them with his new-found con-
fidence, and left no one in doubt that he was not a mere figure-
head. Bairam perceived the change, but he wisely chose to follow
the line of least resistance in the hope that the Timurid lust
for pleasure would soon get the better of the king's interest in
state affairs. Akbar too was not yet ready for an open rift with one
who had been mainly responsible for military successes against the
Afghans. He seemed to have resolved not to disturb the status
quo till he was firmly settled on the throne at Agra. To alley sus-
picion of his intentions, he frequently bestowed honours and gifts
on the Khan and his family.
After a stay in Lahore of four months and fourteen days, Akbar
left for Agra on 7 December 1557. Reports from the capital
were reassuring; Afghan dissidents around Delhi and Agra had been
subdued; there was no sign yet of recrudescence of Rujput
hostility against the Mughals; Hingu chieftains were for the time
being lying low to reassess the situation following the fall of